
            Socratic Circle:  Romeo and Juliet
A Socratic Circle is a way of teaching founded by the Greek philosopher Socrates.  Socrates believed students learn best by asking questions, and a teacher’s role is to moderate, not lead, the discussion.  The thought process is that when we work together to understand a text, it will help everyone’s understanding.
Your Job:
Examine the text.  Arm yourself with important questions and quotations.  There are three levels of questions; you will create three questions from each category for a total of nine questions.  Find quotes from the text to support your question hypothesis.
Level 1: Literal- A literal question’s answer is in the text.  It is explicit and fact based (fully and clearly expressed, not implied).  For example:
Who is Friar Lawrence?  Is Benvolio a Montague or a Capulet?
Level 2: Analysis/inference- The act or process of deriving logical conclusions from premises known or assumed to be true.  Ask how and why, require analysis of text, reading between the lines, hidden meaning.  For example:
Why does the nurse agree to assist Romeo and Juliet?  What does Friar Lawrence think about the marriage? 
Level 3: Synthesis- Questions that reach beyond the text and inquire into the value, importance, and application of the information presented.  For example:
Can fate be defied?  Are teenagers capable of true love?
In the Socratic Circle, you will be assigned a partner.  While one of you is in the circle, the other will be evaluating your performance.  Roles will then be reversed.  (see scoring rubric)

